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Name Organisation Speaker Biog
Dr Aneeqa 
Khan

The University of 
Manchester at 
Harwell

Aneeqa’s degree was in mechanical engineering and she has a PhD in nuclear engineering. She has already been fortunate to have worked at one of the largest scientific projects in the 
world, ITER, the Max Planck Institute for Plasma Physics in Germany and she is now a research fellow at Manchester. She loves anything related to potential materials or engineering for 
future fusion reactors and as a Research Fellow at The University of Manchester, she works with the national lab facilities at Harwell and the UK Atomic Energy Agency.

Dr Dan 
Cogswell

University of 
Sheffield

Dr Daniel Cogswell has recently started a UKRI Future Leaders Fellowship at the University of Sheffield, researching how to standardise and take advantage of digital material 
property information in supporting better design, processing and materials selection for high integrity applications. Daniel spent the first stage of his career focussed on improving 
and estimating the mechanical properties of steels used in nuclear steam raising plants. Daniel has worked closely with UK metal suppliers on linking-up research activities, supporting 
studentships and joint programmes. Looking to add more weight to subjective judgements common in property estimation, Daniel also has an interest in Statistics.

Name Organisation Speaker Biog
Dr Ben 
Knight-
Gregson

Dyson A physicist turned into an engineer; Ben has spent his career working in industrial research, fusing together novel academic work with commercially viable projects. Currently a Senior 
Research Engineer at Dyson, Ben’s research has contributed to the development of the Dyson Airwrap™ and the Dyson Corrale™. He is currently working on more exciting Personal 
Care projects. Using his research experience and business school training to propose and lead cross-function projects, Ben’s role sees him adding value to Dyson, by increasing 
knowledge, capabilities (often through collaboration with academia) and developing early career researchers. Ben is a member of the IET and a member of the EPSRC Associate Peer 
Review College and is currently awaiting his CEng assessment

Dr Laura 
Cohen MBE

British Ceramic 
Confederation

Laura Cohen was appointed Chief Executive of the British Ceramic Confederation, the trade association representing the UK ceramic manufacturing industry, in 2009. After a 
metallurgy and materials science degree and PhD at Cambridge, she worked for 20 years in many technical and regulatory roles in the chemical and pharmaceutical industries prior 
to joining BCC. She has chaired a number of cross-industry groups on trade, energy and the transition to net-zero. In September 2020 she was appointed as a Royal Academy of 
Engineering Visiting Professor in Materials Science and Engineering in a role that spans the University of Manchester and the Henry Royce Institute.  In this role she is giving lectures 
and interactive workshops around the application of materials science and engineering in industry particularly in relation to policy and regulation, and providing career coaching 
sessions. 
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Industry Consultancy

RTOs

Name Organisation Speaker Biog
Dr Mark 
Chatterton

Jacobs I have a broad industrial and commercial experience in Italy in addition to the UK, spanning from Quality Assurance, through production planning to project managing. I graduated from 
The University of Manchester (UK) in 2011 with a MEng in Materials Science and Engineering and then went on to study for a doctorate on Thermo-mechanical processing of advanced 
Mg alloys. Since joining Jacobs in 2014, I have been responsible for the planning and execution of applied research and development projects involving managerial, experimental 
and analytical components, with a particular focus on materials and their characterisation (SEM, EDS/EBSD, X-ray, micro-hardness, etc.). I am the technical lead for the material 
characterisation and I’m in charge of the material characterisation laboratories in Walton House, Warrington. During my time at Jacobs I have also gained 6 years of professional 
experience in corrosion and environmentally assisted cracking testing of nuclear materials in high temperature and pressure water environment and I am involved in European, 
international and institutional projects on these topics.

Tolulope Oke Wood plc UK Tolulope has been an active player in the engineering and technology space for almost a decade, her experience spans across material science, aerospace and engineering design. She 
had her first degree in metallurgical and materials engineering and a Master’s degree in Advanced Materials Engineering from University of Manchester. She currently works for an 
engineering design and consultancy firm in London, Wood plc UK. Where she is responsible for Front End Engineering Design (FEED), creating integrity and bespoke material selection 
solutions for projects across the energy industry.

Name Organisation Speaker Biog
Dr Nick 
Wright

Digital Catapult As Digital Catapult’s Head of Manufacturing Industries, Nick Wright combines his domain expertise and passion for engineering and manufacturing with advanced digital technology 
to develop partnerships and commercial relationships that help accelerate the UK’s manufacturing sector. In the role, he specialises in new product development and launch, business 
process design and engineering research and innovation. He brings over 11 years industry experience, split between engineering and technology consulting, including working with some 
of the most significant companies in UK manufacturing such as Jaguar Land Rover, Ford Motor Company, B/E Aerospace, Airbus, Rolls-Royce, Hexcel and BAE Systems. Nick has an 
engineering doctorate from the University of Manchester, a degree in engineering from the University of Nottingham.

Dr Sofia 
Marchesini

National Physical 
Laboratory 

Sofia Marchesini is a Material Engineer with expertise/interest in materials for energy storage, and 2D materials. She joined the Surface Technology Group at the National Physical 
Laboratory in 2018 to develop analytical methods and standards underpinning the industrial exploitation of these material. Previously, Sofia received a PhD from the Department of 
Chemical Engineering at Imperial, co-funded by the CDT-ACM and BP-ICAM. Sofia was awarded the 2019 Founders’ Award for the research performed during her time at Imperial. Sofia 
received her Master’s degree in Engineering of Materials from the University of Padua (Italy). Sofia is a Professional Member of the IOM3.
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Name Organisation Speaker Biog
Dr Jenn 
Sanders

Henry Royce 
Institute

Dr Jennifer Sanders completed a BSc in Physics, MSc in Photon Science and PhD in Photon Physics at The University of Manchester in 2012. She then joined The Institute of Physics 
Publishing (IOPP), managing a range of scientific journals whose topics ranged from applied physics to quantum gravity. She managed large teams in IOPP’s Production and Publishing 
Operations departments, overseeing a portfolio of journals, ebooks and conference series. Jennifer returned to The University of Manchester, and joined the Henry Royce Institute, in 
February 2021 as a Project Manager for a new National Research Facility in X-ray Computed Tomography (nxct.ac.uk).

Dr Rosanna 
Greenop

UKRI-EPSRC Rosanna joined EPSRC in September 2018 after completing a PhD and postdoc in Ocean and Earth Science research. Rosanna is a Senior Portfolio manager working across the Physical 
Sciences and Advanced Materials themes, with responsibility for developing research strategy and future opportunities in Advanced Materials and delivering the Industrial Strategy 
Challenge Fund Programme in Transforming Foundation Industries. Prior to this role Rosanna was a Portfolio Manager with responsibility for portfolio management and grant processing 
in the Analytical Science, Surface Science and Computational and Theoretical Chemistry research areas.

Name Organisation Speaker Biog
Dr Lata 
Sahonta

Henry Royce 
Institute

Lata Sahonta is Programme Manager for Energy Materials at the University of Cambridge, and manages operations at Cambridge’s Royce facilities. Lata obtained a degree in Chemistry 
and a PhD in Physics from the University of Bristol before being awarded a Marie Curie Fellowship and Tenure Track Fellowship at the Aristotle University in Greece. Lata continued her 
research at Cambridge with significant support from industry collaborators. Lata has a background in optoelectronics, and is a co-founder of the spin-out Kubos Semiconductor, which 
designs and fabricates novel and highly-efficient light-emitting materials and devices for  communications and display technologies.  

Dr Thanasis 
Georgiu

Henry Royce 
Institute

With a unique blend of knowledge across advanced materials, computer science, finances and financial systems, Dr Thanasis Georgiou is the Business Development Manager for the 2D 
Materials theme at the Royce. Thanasis is an experienced business-oriented technologist with a record in identifying key performance indicators across industry verticals, with particular 
skills in designing and executing research to delivery successful business outcomes. Having launched his own start-ups, Thanasis has a proven ability to form industry-industry and 
industry-academia collaborations. Through this, he has designed and managed collaborations for maximum impact with the relevant stakeholders, often through grant funding. His long 
history in innovation and entrepreneurship means Thanasis is ideally skilled to obtain the best outcomes for industry working with academia
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Name Organisation Speaker Biog
Dr Chris 
Hamlett

Henry Royce 
Institute 

Chris is the Henry Royce National Outreach Officer for Materials Science and Engineering and coordinates the activities of Discover Materials whose aim is to promote MSE to school 
students and teachers.  Prior to this he was a postdoctoral researcher and lecturer at Nottingham Trent University where his research interests included superhydrophobic surfaces, 
bubbles, foams and chemically modifying glasses to control beer foam. He developed a love of outreach at NTU and his outreach highlights are leading an outreach team to India and 
introducing science outreach at the CoCoMAD Festival in Birmingham.

Dr Diane 
Aston

IOM3 Diane studied her MEng in Materials Science and Engineering and PhD, relating to the processing of HSLA steels, at the University of Birmingham.  Having always had a love of teaching 
and mentoring, she decided to move away from thoughts of a career in research, to a career in outreach.  Diane joined the IOM3 team in 2001 to run their relatively new initiative for 
schoools and is now the Head of Education and Professional Development.  Her role includes looking after the Institute’s 5-19 education and outreach programme, Training Academy, 
awarding body and apprenticeship end point assessment function.


